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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20505 
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


20 August 1971 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. John D. Ehrlichman 

Special Assistant to the President 
for Domestic Affairs 


SUBJECT 


Unauthorized Disclosures in the News Media 


fm 


I attach a summary of the USIB Security Committee volume, 
"Unauthorized Disclosures in the News Media" as requested by 
Mr. David Young last week. 



Richard Helms 
Director 


Attachment 
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SECHET 


SUBJECT: 


Unauthorized Disclosures 


in the News Media 


m , * , THe P roblem of unauthorized disclosures in the news 
media has been a source of serious concern to the intelligence 
community for the past decade and to the Director of Central 
Intelligence, who is charged with the responsibility for the 
protectioH of intelligence sources and methods under the 
u ori y of the National Security Act of 1947. 

2. Recently, there has been a sharp increase in the 
number of unauthorized disclosures, especially in the fields 

est^Zbe^^fTV^ 11 ^ 61106, DUring thiS P e riod the great- 

number of leaks originated with reporters whose articles 
appeared in The Washington Post and The New York Times . 

j • , 3 ' A . S a result ’ ^ 1970 the matter of unauthorized 

sclosures in the news media was the subject of a thorough 
re -examination by the Security Committee of the United States 
Intelligence Board. The Security Committee subsequently 
originated a mechanism whereby immediate investigation of 

the pas 0 ," that th C d SUreS W3S accom P lished only to find, as in 
he P a st, that the documents involved had been so widely 'dis- 

™tsm:j nVeStigati0n recipients 

Further s r ^ained a fruitless task, 

ther, successful investigation of the sources of such dis - 

osures was again severely circumscribed by the implications 

involved in possible charges that the United States Government 
was investigating the news media. government 
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4. Ai in the past, it was the unanimous conviction of 
the Chairman and the Members of the Security Committee that 

effective corrective action in tha area of unauthorized disclosures 
could be implemented by: 

a. the Security Committee being authorized to 
conduct complete investigations which would lead to 
the identity of a person or persons responsible for 
3»n unauthorized disclosure; 

b. taking appropriate disciplinary action in a 
just, clear, and definite manner which would demon- 
strate the extreme seriousness with which unauthorized 
disclosures are viewed, and most importantly, 

c. bringing the prestige and the power of the 
Office of the President to bear on the problem. 

5. On the 21st of December 1970 President Nixon outlined 
in a memorandum sent to the Director and other addressees Ms 

concern over the increasing proliferation of sensitive intelligence 
data through the news media. ® 

of the n 6 ' T he P f‘ Sident ’ n0ting the statutory responsibilities 
of the Director of Central Inteliigence for the protection of 

intelligence sources and methods, charged him with providing 

guidance in this field, especially through the machinery of the 

e igence community. Subsequently, the DCI, as a result 

of discussions held in executive session on 22 April 1971 within 

fromMaated d' ImeUi S' !nce Board, immediately 

Class ed , m'"* upon "Guidance Governing Disclosures of 

of all add Intelh «' nc P " which had also received the concurrence 
of all addressees of the President's memorandum of 21 December 

* a ./• A 5 com Pauion report to the President, Mr. Helms 
noted that he had asked the United States Board p/incipals m 
make particular efforts to assure that in the case of releases 
of sensitive and specially -compartmented intelligence the 
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appropriate member nf 

damage, and thal £ r"^ *’ •»*««*> 

measures taken within their respective^ ^ . rep0rts from theiT > on 
to implement these guidelines. ? gencies and departments 


Apartments 


set forth his thoughts h, 1 ™”’ 1 * h . e Director of Central Intelligence 
• ‘»e intelligence co mm 2u™Z li '° m “‘ Hple *"'««« of 

eern with the increasing resort to nubl .' X J. r<!ssed hls Sowing con. 
information despite the Presid t , P . W dls cl°sure ° r classified 
urging caution in the public telTasl oI 21 December 1970 

stated that the frequency of su^h d datd - Mr. Helms 

levels and furnished the addr^Lts a,armi "8 
two ,22, disclosures which had appeared in °"' P ' nd,um ° [ tw enty- 
a four-month period--18 Januarv f-v, . P ress in little over 

stressed that The ' 971 ' ^ 

tion gives the USSR and other fr> • UrGS ° f classifled mforma- 
fc he capabilities and limitations of'our i^U’ 8 ^ inSightS int0 

tends to undermine the attitude toward secuH^lt ^ 

Government. He ap^’n , curity at all levels of 

community in eliminating a^ further ‘ h,! inteUi S«ce 

only damage the U. S. infelligVnce poXj d ‘ SCl ° SUr ' S » h ‘ch can 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20505 


OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


auG 1971 


'•a?: 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. John D. Ehrlichmaa 

Special Assistant to the President 
for Domestic Affairs 


SUBJECT 


: Unauthorised Disclosures in the N«wi Media 


I Much . .nmmry of th. U3IB S.curity Committo. volume. 




"Unauthorised Disclosurea in th® News Media" 
**fir. ^C)iavi4 Young last w®®k. 


as requested by 


& 


WcKard Helms 

Richard Helms 
Director 
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